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by Dr. Colin Swearingen
[On September 30, at the fall meeting of the College of Arts & Sciences, Dr. Colin Swearingen, 
Associate Professor of Political Science, received the Lucrezia Culicchia Award for Teaching 
Excellence, which is presented every year to a faculty member in CAS.  Dr. Swearingen made 
the following remarks on that occasion.]
It truly is an honor to be presented with the Culicchia Award, particularly when looking at the 
list of past winners.  It is also humbling to be presented this award when I’ve had to completely 
redesign all of my courses over the past six months.  Perhaps we should survey my students this 
semester to see if they think I deserve this award.
Given the negativity of our current circumstances, I opted to talk about something positive 
and uplifting: the experiences I’ve had that fundamentally shaped my teaching philosophy, and 
highlighting the many people across the John Carroll community who mean so much to me and 
without whom I would not have won this award.
I’ve been fortunate to have so many people mentor me and provide assistance in so many ways.  
Naturally, my colleagues in the Political Science Department are at the fore of this: Dean Birch, 
Dwight Hahn, Mindy Peden, Jen Ziemke (aka the “Wild Card”), Liz Stiles, Pam Mason, Andreas 
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IN TEACHING, SCHOLARSHIP, 
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ACTIVITIES.  FACULTY 
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EXCLUSIVELY IN THE 
FACULTY BIBLIOGRAPHY; ALL 
PUBLICATIONS SHOULD BE 
SENT TO MINA CHERCOURT 
IN GRASSELLI LIBRARY 
(MCHERCOURT@JCU.EDU).
ENGLISH
Debra Rosenthal, Ph.D., accepted an 
invitation to join the Board of Directors 
of the Cleveland Hillel Foundation, 
which serves the campuses of JCU, Case 
Western Reserve University, Cleveland 
State University, and Oberlin College.  
The mission statement of the Hillel is “to 
engage and empower Jewish young adults 
through exceptional programming and 
experiences that foster active Jewish life on 
and off campus and in the Cleveland Jewish 
community.”
PHILOSOPHY
Beth Rath, Ph.D., presented a series of 
papers at the Dietrich von Hildebrand 
Summer Seminar in July 2020.  Topics 
included “Thomas Aquinas and Hildebrand 
on the Heart,” “Emotions and the Moral 
Life,” and “Affectivity and Gender.”  The 
seminar was conducted over Zoom due to 
COVID restrictions.
THEOLOGY & RELIGIOUS STUDIES
James Bretzke, S.J., Ph.D., presented 
“Cancelling the Drag Show:  An LGBTQIA 
‘Identity, Relationships, and 
Responsibilities’ Case Study at a Jesuit 
University” at the annual convention of the 
College Theology Society.  Originally 
scheduled to take place at Spring Hill 
College in Mobile, AL, the convention was 
held via Zoom on May 29, 2020.  
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Sobisch, Margaret Farrar, Zack Paris, Mona 
DeBaz, and Sara Schiavoni.  This extends to 
our wonderful support staff: Terry Bradley, 
Karen Connell, John Ambrose, Ellen 
Valentine (during the flood semester), and 
Milena Machado have all provided much-
needed assistance.  I am forever grateful for 
how you welcomed me to this department 
nine years ago.  Your advice has been sage 
and profound, but I can’t say that I’ve always 
followed it.  Dean told me not to advise 
too many students early on, but that didn’t 
happen.  In retrospect, I wish I had listened 
to him in that regard.  Oh, and Dwight told 
me not to go to Honduras,  but I’m glad I 
ignored him there.
Two experiences have fundamentally 
shaped my teaching approach.  The first is 
working in legislative politics in Oklahoma.  
Working in politics for three years taught 
me some fundamental teaching principles.  
First, experience matters.  We hired people 
who knew how the legislature worked, and 
that meant first going to former interns.  The 
message was clear: get your foot in the door 
and anything is possible.  In fact, one of our 
former House interns, then administrative 
assistants, is helping to oversee the 2022 
redistricting plan.  I arrived at John Carroll 
preaching the virtue of internships and 
experiencing politics, whether through 
campaign work or in simulations.  My 
Campaigns & Elections students have had 
some crazy experiences over the years: 
one met Mitt Romney on Election Day 
2012, another drove around putting out 
yard signs with Congresswoman Marcy 
Kaptur, another became a full-time political 
operative while taking two of my classes and 
a Schiavoni class, one got bit in the mouth by 
a dog and received a call from Congressman 
Dave Joyce while in the hospital, to list a 
few.  My Congress students get to write 
their own legislation and try to get it passed 
through committee and even the House floor. 
My questioning of their bills in committee 
has led to some of them to being nearly in 
tears – and actually resulted in a successful 
motion to vacate the chair – but also led 
one of my former students and now State 
Representative Bride Sweeney to being 
recognized as one of the up-and-coming Ohio 
legislators.
Second, my time working in politics taught 
me that sometimes immature, weird people 
are successful.  I got to see grown men and 
women throw temper tantrums in my office 
as we worked on redistricting.  I watched 
two representatives of the same party from 
neighboring districts battle each other over 
annexing small towns of 500 people into 
their districts.  I got to tell a xenophobic, 
borderline racist state senator that, no, 
illegal immigration wasn’t skyrocketing in 
south Oklahoma City, much less throughout 
the entire state.  I checked on him a couple 
of years later . . . he was caught in a motel 
room with a 17-year-old boy.  I figured 
that if people like that can get elected and 
be influential in politics, so too can our 
graduates, who receive a much stronger, 
ethical education than most.
The third thing I learned out in Oklahoma 
is that people need patience and someone 
to listen to them.  They want someone 
to believe in them.  More than once I 
saw committee chairs looking at myself 
or our legal staff for permission to do 
something.  Or representatives blabber on 
to constituents about some accomplishment 
that the constituents couldn’t care less 
about.  I know how difficult it is to be thrust 
into a new environment feeling inadequate.  
Prepared, yes.  But uncertain about how 
I would handle the pressure of politics, 
working with legislators, and meeting a 
constitutionally mandated redistricting 
deadline.  I’m not a counselor and don’t ever 
want to be one, but sometimes students just 
need an ear, or even someone to say, “You got 
this.”
The second major influence on my teaching 
is the Honduras Medical Immersion.  When 
I interviewed for this job, I distinctly 
remember talking to Maryclaire Moroney 
about interdisciplinary research and work.  I 
thought I was academically hip because my 
dissertation used economic theory to explain 
the behavior of campaign consultants.  The 
truth, however, is that the best way to be 
interdisciplinary is to work directly with 
colleagues from other fields.  If you had 
told me 10 years ago that one of my favorite 
things in life would be working in public 






have said you were crazy.  But our work in 
Honduras has informed my teaching more 
than almost anything else.  
I can’t begin to express the gratitude I have 
for those who have put in so much time, 
money, effort, and even vomit, into our work 
in Honduras: George and Terri Lewandowski, 
two of JCU’s most generous and dedicated 
alums; Dr. Cindy Dorsey, who is truly one of 
my heroes; Marianne Sanders, who is perhaps 
the kindest person I know; and Darla Boyk, 
who has found a second life dedicated to 
providing clean water to rural Hondurans.  
The trip would also be nothing without the 
efforts of fellow faculty: Jim Lissemore, who 
many of you might be surprised to know is a 
very useful translator down in Hondo; Katie 
Doud, who is a logistical genius, even going 
so far as collecting and packing enough meds 
to ground a plane;  Erin Johnson and Peggy 
Finucane (back before the Honduras trip 
was a part of Campus Ministry) somehow 
thought I should be part of a life-transforming 
trip.  I’ll never forget the first village I 
visited in Honduras.  My goal was to map 
the community, to experience it up close.  
Instead I was asking a local Honduran if he 
recognized where we were on a black-and-
white printout of Google Maps.  He looked 
at me like I was an alien.  It turns out Google 
Maps was off by a whole mountain range.  
On the way home from one of my first trips 
to Honduras, I remember confiding to Erin 
that I wasn’t sure my work was making a 
difference with the students.  What if we just 
kept going back to the places?  She simply said 
something to the effect of, “Then you take the 
students with you and teach them about the 
community.”
Every year, we try something new: flying 
(and crashing) a drone to get aerial images; 
implementing a public health survey in the 
communities we visit; testing water for the 
presence of e coli and other contaminants; 
taking pictures and video of every building 
we come across; and providing water filters to 
the people we serve.  In 2013, it was myself, a 
student, a security guard, and a local walking 
around.  Now it’s a team of roughly a dozen 
people collecting and coding data, taking 
notes, interviewing people, and more.  
The results of this immersion are felt 
throughout my classes because it has taught 
me to take risks.  In 2019, on a bit of a whim, 
I brought some 360 cameras and loaded up 
the pictures into virtual reality – thanks, 
Mike Nichols, for the idea and Dan Palmer for 
letting me use your computer science students 
for the project.  Last year I had students in 
one of my classes – it was going to be two 
classes, but thanks COVID – work in teams to 
take VR tours of Honduran communities and 
connect what they saw in virtual reality with 
what we learned in class.  The students were 
excited about the project, but it wasn’t until 
I saw a student with a VR headset who had 
come across a donkey in the middle of a path 
physically walk in a circle in the classroom 
to avoid the animal that I was convinced the 
students were into it.
Our work in Honduras has spilled into other 
classes.  I show a black Honduran vulture to 
my Congress students and tell them that, just 
like that bird, I prey on weakness.  They laugh 
until they see their midterm exam scores.  
More importantly, I talk to my Political 
Analysis students about the power of data and 
how rewarding analytics can be.  Students 
who used to hate math and were told they’d 
never be good at it become fascinated with 
data and have gone on to work for Google, 
cybersecurity at the Federal Reserve Bank in 
Cleveland, and the Ohio Legislative Services 
Commission.  Our political science graduates 
are getting these cool jobs not in spite of their 
major, but because of it.  They bring a unique 
but much-needed perspective to solving 
problems.  They bring an understanding of 
our political system to a job dominated by 
people who have never experienced political 






we’re in Honduras is when Dany Diaz, one 
of our political science alums, talks to the 
JCU students and alumni about Honduran 
politics.  He doesn’t just give a timeline; he 
really delves into the power relationships 
and political trends at play in Honduras.  
His audience is always enraptured by his 
narrative because it puts their experience 
into a new and important context.
Going to Honduras for all these years has 
made me a better teacher, not just because 
of the work we do, but also because of the 
students who participate.  Had I not gone 
to Honduras I would have never gotten to 
know so many brilliant current and future 
doctors, nurses, physician assistants, and 
other healthcare professionals.  Alums 
like Dr. Liz Pawlowski, Dr. Megan Boyk, 
Michael Goggins, Steven Politano, Ryan 
Saleme, Parker Cavendish, CJ Tighe, Emma 
McCarthy, Kristen Gittinger, Joe Kleinmann, 
Vanessa Kreiss, Pat Vecellio, KTB English, 
Olivia Zacarro, Emily Christie, and so many 
others are among the people who would 
not normally walk through the doors of a 
political science class.  Yet they’ve made an 
indelible impression on me:  they’ve walked 
mile after mile in the hot, Honduran sun 
collecting data; tried on firefighter uniforms 
and slid down a fire pole; piled in the back of 
pickup trucks to travel to new villages; taken 
tours of tobacco farms and cigar factories; 
met Honduran community leaders (some of 
whom are undoubtedly shady); survived tear 
gas and protests; and drank more Coca-Cola 
than they ever thought possible.  
The Hondo students are special.  But so 
too are our majors, the ones who endure – 
survive? – my classes and put up with my 
advice.  They are the real rock stars.  There 
are so many that I will not – cannot – forget.  
But they are people who I have no doubt 
will make their mark in this world.  People 
like John Ambrose, Dale Armbruster, Katie 
First, Tracy Cui, Kate Finneran, Colin 
Connors, Ashley Bastock, MaryFrances 
McGowan, Madeline Smanik, Ryan Brown, 
Olivia Shackleton, Mariella van der Sluijs, 
Shamir Brice, Cole Hassay, Catie Pauley, 
Carleen Sadowski, Kyle Blasinski, Joe 
Franke, Will Hudson.  The class of 2020 
was a special one here at John Carroll, and 
not just because they survived COVID.  
That class rejuvenated me; pushed me into 
becoming a better teacher.  I cannot thank 
them enough for all they have done for me.  
In particular, Rachel Schubert, my data 
coordinator for three years in Honduras, 
who took seven of my classes (more than 
anyone else) and doesn’t even like American 
politics that much.  Liz Marcelli, who started 
her JCU career determined not to major in 
political science but changed her mind one 
month in.  Dorothy Swagler, the toughest, 
most driven student I’ve had.  And Brendan 
Sieber, who is so smart, so profound, so 
humble, and so committed to John Carroll 
and to helping others.
As I wrap up, there’s one thing that’s evident 
to me as I’ve gotten to know this community. 
My successes and accomplishments are not 
mine alone.  They don’t belong solely to the 
Political Science Department.  My research 
is informed not only by my interests, but 
by the parts of the University mission that 
demand we include students in our work.  
My service is not to one department or even 
one college.  It advances the name and cause 
of the University itself.  And my teaching 
is not reserved for political science majors 
and minors.  It is not even reserved for just 
students.  It is intended for all those with 
whom I come into contact whenever, and 
as long as, this institution is associated 
with my name.  More importantly, it is 
your work that inspires me, that helps to 
provide our students with transformative 
experiences.  We, The Faculty, are not 
simply departmental creatures; we are not 
wholly contained by CAS or Boler.  We are 
citizens of, and the academic champions for, 
each other and John Carroll University.
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A DISTINGUISHED PERSPECTIVE  
ON INTELLECT 
by Rebecca Drenovsky, Ph.D.
[Dr. Rebecca Drenovsky, Professor of Biology 
and Dean of the Graduate School, received 
the 2020 Distinguished Faculty Award.  
Normally we would publish the remarks 
that the awardee makes at the reception 
honoring the recipient shortly following the 
announcement.  Given that circumstances 
made it impossible to host a reception, we 
reproduce here instead the remarks that 
Dr. Drenovsky made about the University 
learning goal of intellect at the New Student 
Convocation this past August.  Dr. Drenovsky 
hopes that a reception will be held at some 
point in the not-too-distant future so that 
she has an opportunity to thank the many 
people who have contributed to her academic 
success and also to have some cake.  We 
share that hope.]
Good afternoon, John Carroll Blue Streaks 
and members of the Class of 2024!
I want to convey to you how delighted I am 
that you have decided to join our community 
for the next steps in your academic journey.  
During your time here, you will be asked 
to stretch your boundaries and challenge 
your thinking—to undergo a transformation 
driven by the development of your intellect.  
It is this pursuit that is at the heart of a 
liberal arts education. To develop intellect 
takes the adoption of key growth mindsets—
among them curiosity, creativity, and critical, 
reflective analysis.  To illustrate these ideas, I 
will start with my own experiences.
I am a scientist by training, and the way 
that I look at the world is heavily influenced 
by this pathway.  What drew me to science 
originally and what has kept me along this 
path is a rabid curiosity for the natural 
world.  Growing up, I spent hours fishing 
with my grandpa in northern Michigan, and 
I loved helping to clean the fish (because 
I could see the guts and learn what they 
did).  I have always had an insatiable list of 
questions.  Why is something the way that 
it is?  How does this thing work?  If I change 
this, what will be the outcome?  For me, a 
scientific approach necessitates a passion 
and curiosity for the world around me.  It 
involves searching for more information, 
more data, more evidence to refine or change 
my thinking. 
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Likewise, I embrace the creativity that 
comes with the scientific endeavor.  I am a 
field scientist, which means that I go out into 
the natural world to conduct experiments 
or collect samples for laboratory analysis.  
In these endeavors, I have learned how to 
set up large-scale irrigation systems, use a 
sewing machine to make sample collection 
bags, and employ all the different ways 
you can use glue, duct tape, and zip ties to 
keep something from breaking.  I love to 
sit down with the students in my research 
lab, brainstorming new ways to approach 
questions and problems.  Curiosity helps me 
develop my questions, but creativity makes 
the work possible. 
Lastly, as a scientist, I search for answers 
in the forms of patterns.  And I get there by 
asking questions of myself, my approach, 
and my data.  It is a highly iterative process 
that demands feedback and evaluation.  In 
fact, a crucial part of the scientific endeavor 
is peer review, in which experts read, 
evaluate, and comment on your work prior 
to publication.  And, to publish your work, 
you must respond to this feedback.  This step 
helps us refine our questions, improve our 
methods, and think more deeply about our 
research.  It helps us develop our intellect.
I tell you all of this, not because I expect 
you all to become scientists.  Far from it.  I 
tell you this because this is the lens that 
I personally place on intellect.  However, 
what you will gain from John Carroll are 
multiple ways in which to observe the world, 
to consider beauty, literature, equations, 
experiments, events, and ideas.  You will 
learn how to approach questions and 
problems with the tools and approaches 
that each discipline uses.  None of these 
approaches hol all the answers, but the 
combination of these approaches, I believe, 
brings us closer to the truth, to better 
understanding of ourselves and the world.  
That is the value of a liberal arts education. 
At JCU, I hope that you take courses that 
will stretch your boundaries and challenge 
your thinking.  This type of intellectual 
engagement will make you a more well-
rounded person and better prepared for the 
world of work that will meet you following 
graduation. 
So, I encourage you: 
1. Start each course with a sense of 
curiosity—how will it challenge you, 
change you, enrich you? 
2. Find ways to creatively approach 
problems.
3. Critically analyze your own work 
through a habit of reflection, and accept 
and incorporate feedback as a gift.
These practices will help you develop your 
intellect. And this process of intellectual 
development is important because the world 
needs you right now.  It needs the thinkers 
and the doers and the innovators and the 
caretakers you will become through your 
John Carroll experience.
I wish you all health and safety in the coming 
months.  And I encourage you to develop 
your curious, creative, reflective mindsets.  
Onward, on, Bluestreaks.
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Paromita Banerjee, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Data Science
Dr. Banerjee received her Ph.D. from Case Western Reserve 
University, an M.Sc. from the University of Kalyani (India), an M.S. 
from the University of Houston-Clear Lake, and a B.Sc. from the 
University of Calcutta.  Her research centers on stochastic processes, 
causality, and Levy processes, with applications in epidemiology.  She 
focuses on developing methodologies for the solution of stochastic differential equations 
in a causal framework.  In 2020-21 she is teaching Introduction to Data Science, 
Elementary Statistics, and Database Systems.
ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
Andrew Cera, S.J., has been appointed Jesuit Scholar in Residence 
for the 2020-21 academic year.  He teaches for the Ignatian 
Spirituality Institute and the Department of Theology & Religious 
Studies.
NEW FACULTY 2020-2021
Saban Adana, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Supply Chain
Dr. Adana received his Ph.D. from the University of North Texas-
Denton, an M.S. from the Naval Postgraduate School, a second M.S. 
from the Army War College in Istanbul, Turkey, and a B.S. from the 
United States Military Academy at West Point.  Dr. Adana brings 
with him fifteen years of military experience devoted to auditing and 
logistical operations.  His research deals with supply chain risk management and 
resilience, focusing on organizational capabilities.  This year he will be offering courses 
on Project Management, Supply Chain & Operations Management, and Business 
Analysis with Excel.
Dr. Bonnie Gunzenhauser, Ph.D., has been appointed the new 
Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences.  Dr. Gunzenhauser is also a 
tenured professor in the Department of English.  She holds a Ph.D. 
and M.A. from the University of Chicago and a B.A. from Luther 
College.
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NEW FACULTY 2020-2021 
(contd.)
Ernesto Carranza-Castelo, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Spanish
Dr. Carranza-Castelo received his Ph.D. from 
The Ohio State University, an M.A. from the 
Pontifical University of Salamanca-FIDESCU, 
and a B.A. from the Autonomous University 
of Barcelona.  He specializes in the literature 
and culture of 20th- and 21st-century Spain.  
His teaching repertoire includes thirteen 
different courses, including the Spanish and Catalan languages, 
general education courses on Spanish culture in English, and 
upper-division courses on Spanish and Latin American 
literature and culture.  This year he will be offering Spanish 101 
and 102, Spanish for the Professions, a special topics course on 
Contemporary Spanish Literature and Culture, and Writing and 
Creativity.
Lydia Kruse, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Education
Dr. Kruse received her Ph.D. from The Ohio 
State University, an M.Ed. from John Carroll 
University, and a B.A. from The College of 
Wooster.  In addition to developing 
curriculum for the Department of Defense 
virtual laboratory school project, she has also designed and 
evaluated intervention and instructional materials, analyzed 
and interpreted data, delivered early literacy and language 
interventions, and administered assessments for preschool 
children on CRTIEC projects.  In 2020-21 she is teaching 
Practicum Experiences in School Psychology and Supervised 
Experience in School Psychology.
Sara Parrish, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Literacy (Preschool-
Grade 5)
Dr. Parrish received her M.A. and Ph.D. from 
The Ohio State University and her B.A. from 
Taylor University.  She specializes in 
multimodality and multiliteracies, focusing 
on meeting the needs of diverse learners by providing 
opportunities to interact, construct, and comprehend a variety 
of multimodal texts, including nonfiction picture books, 
wordless picture books, and graphic novels.  This year she is 
offering courses on Literacy Assessment & Intervention and 
Children’s Literature as well as a Literacy Methods Practicum 
and a Literacy Internship.
Jin Peng, Ph.D. 
Visiting Assistant Professor of Finance
Dr. Peng received her Ph.D. from the 
University of Connecticut, an M.S. from 
Johns Hopkins University, and a B.S. from 
Central South University (China).  Dr. Peng’s 
research interests focus on investments, 
corporate finance, international finance, financial modeling, and 
fintech (financial technology).  In 2020-21 her courses include 
Business Finance and Fundamentals of Finance.
Anna Simonson, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Exercise Science
Dr. Simonson received her Ph.D., M.S., and 
B.S. from the University of Pittsburgh.   Dr. 
Simonson’s research interests focus on 
nutrition and performance, more specifically, 
why people (athletes in particular) eat and 
how that affects their daily performance.  This year she is 
offering courses on Human Nutrition, Motor Learning, and 
Exercise Testing & Prescription.
10
MISSION STATEMENT
Published by the Office of the Provost and Academic Vice President, 
Faculty Notes is a University-wide and publicly accessible newsletter 
designed to recognize the academic achievements of its full- and part-
time faculty across all disciplines. In accord with the vision, mission, and 
core values of John Carroll University, the newsletter proudly promotes 
the scholarship, leadership, and service of our faculty members locally, 
nationally, and internationally. It also seeks to foster communication and 
collaboration for research and teaching both on campus and externally.
Q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o m m e n t s  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d  t o :  
James Krukones 
Associate Academic Vice President 
jkrukones@jcu.edu
Issues are archived at sites.jcu.edu/facultynotes
Produced by Integrated Marketing and Communications (IMC)
FALL 2020 VOLUME 13, ISSUE 2
SUBMISSION PROCESS FOR FACULTY NOTES
Submitting items to Faculty Notes is easy.  The online 
form is designed to capture all of the needed information, 
allow for preformatting, and acknowledge the submission 
automatically.  The form is available on the Faculty Notes 
website:  sites.jcu.edu/facultynotes.  
